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Over 100 silver items have been found in the Viking treasure
hoard, as well as some gold objects(Treasure Trove Unit). See article
on page 17.

left:: Iron Age gold stater found near Marlow is reproduced by courtesy of
MAS logo, top left
Buckinghamshire County Museum
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This is the autumn 2014 edition of Times Past. I hope you all had a very
good summer and now before we know it Christmas will be upon us!
I know all the committee and members of the society will give a very
warm welcome to our new members:-

Jenny Vince
Jan Caddie
Ingrid Hooper
Louise Noel-Baker
Kitty Conlon (student)
Peter Wise
Richard Ferriman.

I wish to thank Bourne End Motors, Harrisons the hairdressers and the
builders Galliven Homes, whose advertisements appear in this newsletter, for
their continued and valued sponsorship.
Also thanks are, of course, due to the the contributors to this edition of Times
Past - without whom there would be little or no content to print! The next
edition will be out in the Spring of 2015. So please do let me have your
contributions any time between now and then – I have a next edition file!
Comments as to the contents– be they adverse or whatever - are always
welcome.
Anne Spencer

Anne Spencer – Editor
Fitzroy House
21 St Peter Street
Marlow
SL7 1NQ
01628487790

annerayspencer@googlemail.com
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►Dates for your diary ◄
EVENTS - October 2014 to June 2015
Talks listed below will be held in
the Garden Room, Liston Hall, Marlow SL7 1DD
at 8 pm
Entrance £4 - Members £3 - Students £1.50 - Disabled access - Free
parking

 Thursday 27th November 2014 at 8pm
Historical Light Bites – some glimpses of local history & archaeology in short
presentations
(a social event with very light refreshments, visitors welcome)
 Thursday 15th January 2015 at 8pm
Vanished Windsor
ELIAS KUPFERMANN
 Thursday 19th February 2015 at 8pm (jointly with AiM)
New research on Roman rural settlement in southern Britain
Dr ALEX SMITH
 Thursday 12th March 2015 at 8pm
Excavations at Heathrow’s Terminal 5
KEN WELSH
 Thursday 30th April 2015 at 8pm (jointly with AiM who are organising)
Roman Jewellery
JUSTINE BAYLEY
 Thursday 14th May 2015 at 8pm
The Middle Thames Valley in the late Iron Age
PETER CARVER
A full length talk, followed by our AGM
 Thursday 18th June 2015 (talk - details TBA)
All enquiries including membership: 01628 523896
For more details of our talks, go to: www.marlowarchaeology.org
WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
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Also for your consideration by

The Marlow Society
Registered Charity no. 262803 www.marlowsociety.org.uk

Local History Group
 Wednesday 12 November 2014

Marlow Marvels and Wye Wonders - by Sheila Viner the history of the water mills of the
local Wye and Thames from flour mills before Doomsday to the wood, metal and paper mills
of the industrial revolution..
Main Liston Hall Marlow 7.30 pm. members £2.50 ,Non-members £.4.00
 Monday 24 November 2014
A Workshop of photographs by Barrie Lea
Liston Hall, Marlow 7.30 pm. £2.50 members, £4.00 non members
------------------------------------------------------

Could be worth a visit?

At the British Museum – Ancient Lives – 8 mummies.
Until 19 April 2015.
Think you know mummies? Think again...
This exhibition will introduce you to eight people from ancient Egypt and Sudan whose
bodies have been preserved, either naturally or by deliberate embalming. Using the latest
technology, the exhibition will unlock hidden secrets to build up a picture of their lives in the
Nile Valley over a remarkable 4,000 years – from prehistoric Egypt to Christian Sudan
From a priest’s daughter to a temple singer, a middle-aged man to a young child, a temple
doorkeeper to a woman with a Christian tattoo, find out how they lived and what happened
to them after they died. Using interactive technology, discover new information about each
mummy, from their state of health to how they were embalmed and preserved. Unravel the
mysteries of mummification and gain a unique insight into these people’s lives.
Members Free.

Tikets – Adults £10 Children free.
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Has archaeological evidence of Sceaftesege
been discovered at last?
Contributed by Pam Knight with photographs by Colin Berks
During the summer of 2014, exactly half a century after the ‘lost’ Anglo-Saxon
fort of Sceaftesege was revealed as being at Cookham, the search for its precise
location has been speedily progressing with enthusiasm, thanks to members of
Marlow Archaeology (MAS). The team is currently beavering away with
fieldwork on a site in the village, where they have discovered evidence of an
ancient curved bank and ditch

Anne Griffin and Tony Birkett augering

system. But, as yet, it’s too
early to identify and date their
find.
Some of Marlow Archaeology’s
earlier geophysics - electronic
surveys

for

underground

archaeology - had indicated
hints of the feature which were
too intriguing to ignore so, in early summer, scrub and reeds were cleared back
and fieldwork advanced over a wider area, with some extra assistance from
members of Maidenhead Archaeological and Historical Society. Experts in the
group have since carried out resistivity and other surveys, auger drilling and test
excavations of key spots – all essential preparations for a future, more major
excavation to establish the feature’s date and function, should it be deemed
appropriate.
Sceaftesege, probably a quickly constructed ‘emergency fort’, was recorded on
a document listing 33 forts, known as the Burghal Hidage, most of which were
built by Alfred the Great in around 878/9 to defend Wessex from Danish
invasion from East Anglia. Its size was recorded as being 1000 hides, → → →
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meaning that it would have been constructed and manned by some 220 men
from a wide area within Berkshire and Buckinghamshire.
A new army of Danes took over London in 877, restricting the passage of
Alfred’s ships, but Alfred defeated the Vikings at the battle of Eadington in early
878. This led to the retreat of the Danish ruler Guthrum - who had held part of
Mercia - and his band to East Anglia, and the Viking army back to the Continent
at the same time. Alfred’s acclaimed victory gave him the standing to impose
conscription on the population of his kingdom to serve in his army, constructing
burghs and acting as garrisons behind their defences. The positions of the three
strategic forts at Wallingford, Sceaftesege and Cricklade would have blocked the
Danish army’s entry from the north and east into Wessex. Each fort would also
have been a place of refuge
for the rural population
living within a 15 mile
radius.
It

can

Cookham
significant

be

said

that

played

a

role

in

the

foundation of the history of
England, as the success of
the forts of the Burghal
John Spokes and Doug Courtney holding the Aurger.

Hidage, under the control
of Alfred the Great and his

family, led to the whole country becoming a sovereign state. By the early 10th
century, Alfred’s son, Edward the Elder, had constructed further forts in Mercia
(Midlands) and the West Saxons’ campaigns against the Danes resulted in some
suppression of the Danelaw – the Danish ruled north east of England eventually culminating in the creation of a unified Kingdom of England.
However, unlike most of the other forts, many of which later became burh
towns, such as Wallingford and Cricklade, the fort of Sceaftesege’s location was
an ongoing mystery because the name was otherwise unknown. → → →
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In 1964, a young Oxford DPhil historian called Nicholas Brooks visited Cookham
and realised that the name of the fort had gradually changed in some 1100
years. He found through research that the name Sceaftesege had evolved to
become Sashes – the name of the large island just below Cookham’s river
bridge. Nicholas Brooks published his findings in a paper, entitled ‘The
Unidentified Forts of the Burghal Hidage’ and the significance of Sashes became
universally accepted by historians and academics. Cookham was already
recognised as being the site of an early royal Anglo-Saxon Minster, dating from
about 740, and its importance in the period increased when it also became the
site of a king’s fortress, albeit probably a temporary one of swift construction.
Tests on and around Sashes Island for fortifications, by Marlow Archaeology and
earlier experts from Manchester University, have so far proved inconclusive, but
early medieval records suggest that a greater surrounding area would have
been part of the same Anglo-Saxon estate which, if similar to other Alfredian
forts, included the north bank of the river. Some years ago, Saxon pottery and
other evidence of occupation of the period were found at Hedsor.
While there have probably been
several changes to streams south of
the current Thames, both natural
and man-made, making the area
and extent of the fort difficult to
identify, the north bank would not
have altered much, due to the
geology. It is significant that, despite
A resistivity survey carried out by Peter Borrows,
John Spokes and Keith Spencer

the low-lying land, some areas did
not usually flood. Once the threat of

Danish raids had passed, the fort probably became redundant because it was
not significant enough to be a burh. Researchers in Marlow Archaeology believe
there was a Saxon river crossing nearby, which would bear an important
relationship to the plan of the fort.

→→→
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Although more work must be done by the Marlow Archaeology team before a
date for the bank and ditch feature can be positively proved, the project’s
leader, professional field archaeologist Colin Berks, MIFA MAAIS, who has
written an extensive paper on Sceaftesege, is hopeful that its situation - at least
- has a connection with the Anglo-Saxon fort of King Alfred.
Nicholas Brooks later became a distinguished Professor based at Birmingham
University, and an author and expert on the Anglo-Saxons. He had long
continued to hope that archaeological evidence of Sceaftesege would be found.
When he learned of Marlow Archaeology’s plans, Prof. Brooks gave the group
the ongoing benefit of his extensive expertise. Sadly, he died in March this year,
just as the current stage of surveys was being prepared.
As Colin Berks vowed, on behalf of the fieldwork team: ‘For fifty years, Nicholas
Brooks dreamed of the day that the fort would be excavated and
archaeologically identified, and it is very sad that he didn’t live long enough to
see it. He was of enormous help and inspiration to us with our project, and we
intend to fulfil his dream, in his memory’.
Judging by Marlow Archaeology’s
progress this year, perhaps that day is
no longer very far away.
Pam Knight
October 2014

Marlow Archaeology is grateful to
local

residents,

farmers

and

landowners for their ongoing interest
and co-operation in the Sceaftesege
project.

8

Digging Sedgeford – A people’s archaeology
A Book Review – by Peter Bo
Borrows
As anyone who will listen knows, I have dug at Sedgeford during the last two
seasons. That may make me biased in respect of the recently published volume
that describes the archaeology that has been in progress since 1996.
The project’s intention was to explore the human occupation of a site in an
existing community that dated from several periods involving both professional
historians and archaeologists and volunteers. That objective has been richly
fulfilled and is described in the book.
What sets this apart is that this is more than an archaeological treatise. The
inception, planning and execution of the project are described in a very readable
way, whilst at the same time getting into historical background and
archaeological detail. A nice touch is an introduction by some of those involved
that gives an authentic flavour of the character of the project.
The text is well and fully illustrated and follows the development of what is now
Sedgeford from prehistory, through the Iron Age and Anglo-Saxon England to the
High Medieval. Chapters are fully
referenced and the whole soft
backed volume runs to 236
pages. Quite apart from its
general interest, despite its local
focus, it’s not a bad primer on
how to manage an
archaeological project.
Digging Sedgeford is published
by Poppyland Publishing. It can
be ordered direct from the
Photograph by Peter Borrows

publisher www.poppyland.co.uk
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A film in the making?
A Report by Anne Spencer

Loosely based on an article in the Daily Telegraph
on Tuesday 23 September 2014 by Graham Boynton.

Apparently Angelina Jolie is planning to make a film about Richard Erskine Frere
Leakey, who considers himself not a white man but an African. This second son of
the famous palaeoanthropoligists Louis and Mary Leakey was born in Kenya on 19
December 1944, By the late 1960’s to the early70’s Richard was leading very
successful fossil hunting expeditions in Northern Kenya, which amongst other
exciting finds discovered the amazing, probably around, 2.5 million year old skull of
known as KNM-ER 1470; [Discovered by Bernard Ngeneo in 1972 at Koobi Fora in
Kenya (Leakey, 1973)].
Researching on the internet I gather this
complex workaholic man left school with a few
O levels at the age of sixteen. He has overcome
serious personal physical set backs - such as
two kidney transplants [1980 and 2006], the
amputation of both his legs below the knees in
1993 due to a light aircraft accident that he is
convinced was an assassination attempt in
retaliation for his conservation work. and lastly
Homo rudolfensis
in 2013 a liver transplant. None of these person
www.talkorigins.org
problems along with the chaos of famine, wars,
corruption, nepotism etc of modern Africa have
dulled his enthusiasm for the continent. He
cares deeply for this country, its wild life, and its future. Apart from fossil hunting
during the course of his working life he has, for example, run the Kenyan Natural
History Museum, and about 26 years ago sorted out the corrupt bankrupt
incompetent wildlife and conservation services, found generous sponsors to support
its legal activities and held back the tidal wave of poaching. He formed a political
opposition party and was elected to Parliament; later he became head of the Civil
Service.
.
Richard Leakey is once more back on the anti-poaching campaign trail as the prices
for such as ivory and Rhino horn are rising but he is also moving onto pastures new.
This incredible 69 year old man has taken on two massive projects. Firstly he is
raising funds to create a 5,000 hectare Science Park at Lake Turkana to tell the story
of humankind. Secondly, the Tanzanian Government are planning to construct a
highway straight across the Serengeti National Park. Whilst hordes of
conversationalists are howling with rage at this project Richard, along with an
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American architect, Daniel Libeskind, are convinced that this highway will sadly go
ahead. So they have come up with the idea of an elevated roadway which would
allow the annual migrations of the wild animals to continue unhindered. I also read
that he was involved in successfully pressured the courts to stop the government
from going ahead with a Chinese-built, four-lane highway through Nairobi National
Park, the country’s oldest wildlife reserve.
Richard Leakey has published about a dozen books and many scientific papers,
appeared on television documentaries and supported many excellent causes.
Needless to say many of his activities have created this pragmatic, controversial
white African powerful enemies, I understand that the film will be entitled Africa and
will mainly focus on Leakey’s fight against ivory poachers in the 1980s when he was
the head of the Kenya Wildlife Services - it should make interesting viewing; his life
has made interesting reading!
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Down and Out in the North Field
(2 weeks at Vindolanda: 7 – 18 July, 2014)

Doug Courtney

Having looked forward for eleven and a half months
to my return to excavate at Roman Vindolanda, just
a mile or so south of Hadrian’s Wall, I was rather
disappointed to be allocated to the team based in
the North Field. I would have preferred the Vicus or
the Fort. According to reports from that area in
previous years North Field was ‘rather boring with
few finds, and much earth-moving’ , and for us this
proved to be pretty accurate. My friend ‘DV’ and I
were teamed up with Canadian PhD student Robyn.
The North Field trench is about 25 metres square, in
places over 2 metres deep, and criss-crossed by numerous ditches, including a Victorian
drain! Thanks to unfavourable weather over the previous few days, all ditches were partly
filled with water. In the northern half there had been uncovered a kiln, and a group were
allocated to that area. Two Belgian diggers were allocated to the western end of one of the
ditches, and another solitary digger to the Victorian drain (where the barrow is, in the
foreground). DV, Robyn and I got the western end of the main ditch.
Our ditch had apparently been attacked rather ferociously by a team of (unsupervised?)
students earlier in the season, and the integrity of much of the feature had been lost. Our
first task, after a morning bailing the water out, was to take down a platform that they had
left protruding into the ditch, in the hope of finding the side and bottom, which nearby had
been destroyed. Due to the confined space and depth
of the ditch there was only room for one person to dig,
another to transport spoil buckets to the barrow, and
the third to do the barrow runs. Total finds for the day:
1 leather offcut, 1 fragment of bone and 2 small pieces
of Samian ware. The next day it rained gently all
morning, but not enough to stop us working. We deturfed an area, and took it down about half-way to the
bottom of the ditch by the end of the day. A piece of
clay pipe stem and a nail was all our reward for the
day’s work.
Robyn kept us amused by doing the occasional trenchside jig (see picture). As a consolation, our team won a bottle of wine in the pub quiz that
evening.
The following day was bright and sunny, and we reached the bottom of the trench late in the
afternoon, but found nothing at all. The three of us spent the next day trowelling around in
the bottom of the ditch, seeking the profile, but without a definite conclusion. Many more
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barrow-loads were moved, and in return we retrieved four pieces of bone and a piece of
black pottery - out of context, in some tumbled down earth. Robyn and a Canadian
supervisor, Alex, seem to have made some sense out of the ditch pattern. Tomorrow we are
promised a change of scene – shifting another huge amount of gravel and silt from a
neighbouring ditch!
Friday- end of the first week: DV is seconded to help with taking apart the Victorian drain,
leaving Robyn and I continue with our ditch! At last we seem to have a degree of success:
after shifting what seemed like many tons of alternate gravel, silt, clay, and more gravel,
and more silt, we appear to have found a junction between two separate ditches. We are
advised that some ‘cleaning up’ work will need to be done on Monday, and then we will be
moved elsewhere….
Our weekend was taken up with a visit to Hexham with its Abbey and Old Gaol on Saturday,
and a walk along Hadrian’s Wall on Sunday. The weekend was completed with a gathering of
diggers from the Hedley Residential Centre, coupled with a visit from one of last year’s
diggers, in the area for a social visit.
Week 2 – Monday: Our part of the trench is deemed finished, and we are thrilled to be
moved to another section of the same ditch, which may also have been attacked by those
students! Our job is to take it down context by context (more clay/silt/gravel etc. etc.). But
at least by the end of the day we have several bones (sheep, pig?) – which is more than we
found during the whole of last week!
Tuesday – much the same with one nail and one piece of Samian ware. An adjacent trench
produced a lovely clay mould. The Pub Quiz? – We came last!
The next day was frustrating in that having cleared each layer, we had to wait around for it
to be recorded, and several rain showers hampered progress, necessitating more bailing out.
We had to cease digging twenty minutes early as the rain got heavier.
Our last two days were spent clearing the ditch (yes – we eventually got there!), and on
Robyn’s insistence ‘prettying it up’ for final recording, and in preparation for the next group.
In two weeks time the entire trench is due to be backfilled.
In comparison with my previous visits to Vindolanda – this was not the most exciting in
terms of the digging, although it was certainly very sociable. –

Doug Courtney
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A tribute to those men who took part in WW1

Michael Eagleton replied to Pam Kinight’s email about the photos:
It is 1915, not 1914, and showing the arrival of troops en route from the Station to the training camp at
Bovingdon Green. Both Royal Engineers and Grenadier Guards arrived and I think your pictures show
a combination of both. There are some others in the same series in West Street and marching past
the Royal Oak at Bovingdon Green, plus of course many at the camp itself.
It was 1915 that the trenches were dug at Marlow Common.
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WHAT DOES THE PAST DO FOR THE PRESENT? By Peter
Peter Borrows
Borrows
Those of us who have followed developments in the broad spectrum of
heritage, are aware of the steady erosion of funding into archaeology. As
with so many other characteristics of this country, our role in a field in which
we lead the world may soon be reduced to that of a follower and spectator.
Government is distancing itself from direct involvement in our cultural,
historical and environmental heritage. This is aggravated by both the
relaxation of the planning regime and the cuts to local authority finances.
The Council for British Archaeology stated in October:
“There are significant challenges ahead for archaeology here in Britain, with
cuts to the professional archaeology teams advising the local planning
decisions that protect our archaeological heritage…There is now less
expertise to drive the large-scale archaeology projects and innovative
research for which British archaeologists are renowned the world over.”
At a local level, there is a similar disengagement from heritage issues.
Wycombe District Council have shown little enthusiasm for implementing the
Historic Environment Local Management measures and in our own town, our
Town Council seems reluctant to support the museum by agreeing to the
erection of sign posts.
Of course, money is tight, but our heritage helps define us and, as a recent
government survey showed, individual happiness is clearly linked to being
part of a distinct community, one with a clear and inclusive identity. Heritage
is surely part of that complex equation.
One result of financial parsimony is that the CBA will lose one third of its
funding, a core source that has been in place since it was founded in the
1940s. As the voice of archaeology in Britain it has influence. But if that lost
revenue is not replaced, that voice will be weakened and archaeology further
marginalised to the detriment of our historical heritage.
It might reasonably be asked, does that matter to us? The answer is definitely
in the affirmative. The science and discipline of archaeology will suffer at all
levels, national, academic and local. Marlow Archaeology may struggle to
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have its voice heard now, but it would be further diminished without a strong
national champion, in the shape of the CBA.
One thing that MAS members can do to help, is to become members of CBA
also if not already a member. That extra income will make a difference and
help the voice of the past inform our present and our future.
Peter Borrows

Proud to support Marlow Archaeology Society
From alterations to existing homes and bespoke new builds
Contact Julian Galliven 707803 903 244 John Galliven 07803 903 285
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A New Viking Hoard – the Dumfries hoard.
A précis of a report in the Guardian 13 October 2014,by
Anne Spencer
A Metal-detecting enthusiast has unearthed a Viking
treasure hoard at an undisclosed site
in Dumfries and Galloway, Scotland.
On church land last month he found
more than 100 objects, including solid
gold jewellery, arm bands and silver
ingots; it is one of the largest
discoveries of Viking treasure in
Scotland to be unearthed. The
artefacts, probably buried between
. Photograph:
the mid-ninth and 10th century,
Photofraph by Derek
McLennan/PA
include an early medieval cross
Christian cross made of solid silver, with unusual enamelled
decorations.
One of the most exciting objects was an
intact Carolingian (western European)
pot with its lid still in place, a rare vessel
likely to have been an heirloom held by
the family that buried the hoard for safe
keeping but never came back. The hoard
is so significant because of the range of
materials from different countries and
cultures. It was discovered in an area
where Vikings settled and traded.
A large silver alloy
Carolingian lidded
vessel.
Photograph:
Treasure Trove Unit/PA
/PA

The hoard falls under the Scots law of
treasure trove. The and the Church of
Scotland, as the landowners, who have
reached agreement about an equitable sharing of any
rewards.
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Did you know :-

Archaeological Finds Identification
Saturday 22 November 2014
Every year thousands of objects are found by members of the public. Ros
Tyrrell will identify your finds and record them on the Portable Antiquities
website.
Cost: Free
Time: 2 to 4pm
Venue: Wycombe Museum
Contact: Wycombe Museum on 01494 421895; email
museum@wycombe.gov.uk
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Joy Blake reports the weather for Cookham Regatta was lovely
this year, therefore attendance was even greater than usual!
Our poster display concentrated on the current investigations on
Sashes Island and at Cookham. We also advertised our
forthcoming talks programme together with details of
membership. This was all organised by Doug. Courtney, with
assistance from Colin Berks., Bridget Watson, Allan Wheeler
and Joy Blake.
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To end on a note of a little light relief

Archaeology Cartoons on Pinterest

And finally – a little early!
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