Spring 2019 NEWSLETTER
of

MARLOW ARCHAEOLOGY

The Kings Men Stone circle dated late Neolithic, circa 2,500 BC– see page 3
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Welcome to the Spring 2019 edition of the Society’s Newsletter.

With thanks to Pam Knight and the team of ‘poster people’

Please note that all the meeting listed below are held in the Liston main hall in Liston Road,
talks start at 8 pm. Parking is free after 7 pm:
There is disabled access available:
Free Tea or coffee and biscuits are served at the end of the talk.

PLEASE PAY AT THE DOOR: Visitors: £4.50 Members MAS/AiM £3

Students £1.50

THURSDAY 11 APRIL 2019 at 8pm
The Monks' Graveyard excavation: finding a lost abbot at the Abbey Church and Cathedral of St
Albans ..Ross Lane – Site Director, Canterbury Archaeological Trust
THURSDAY 23 MAY 2019 at 8pm

(joint talk AiM/MAS)

Sutton Hoo Jennifer Foster
THURSDAY 13 JUNE 2019 at 8pm
MAS AGM
THURSDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 2019 at 8pm

(joint talk AS/AiM)

Anglo-Saxon Estates and Defences: thoughts on Wessex and the Thames Valley
Dr Ryan Lavelle – Reader in Early Medieval History, University of Winchester

THURSDAY 24 OCTOBER 2019 at 8pm
Roman roads in Britain Paddy Lambert
.THURSDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2019 at 8pm, Garden Room
Members Social Event

Please note - AiM will have a shared talk about Hillforts in November
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The Rollright Stones Complex – near Long Compton
A contribution by Anne Spencer accompanied by some of her photographs

The local ‘Round & About’ publication came through my letterbox back in February and on the
cover it said “Stone unturned – Megaliths worth visiting”. On pages 8/9 it advertised a new book
by Andy Burnham its author and editor - “The Old Stones: A field guide to the Megalithic sites of
Britain and Ireland”: published by Watkins.
It reminded me of an archaeological assignment I did in 2007 on this interesting complex of
megalithic monuments situated on the boundary between Oxfordshire and Warwickshire, on the
edge of the Cotswold Hills, near Long Compton. Each of the sites date from different periods:, the
Whispering Knights dolmen, is early Neolithic, circa 3,800-3,500 BC, the King's Men Stone Circle is
late Neolithic, circa 2,500 BC; and the King Stone is early to middle Bronze Age, circa 1,500 BC.
Stonehenge is considered to be a spectacular display of the megalithic builders art; however,
constructed in natural boulders of Jurassic oolitic limestone - which form the bulk of the Cotswold
hills, and despite being less visually impressive, the Rollright Stones are by far the richest when it
comes to mythology, folklore, legends and superstitions. Cremations have been deposited there
– one dated to c.1735-1713 BC. In more recent times the site was used as a Saxon burial ground
and meeting place. The most recent ‘story’ was that a Flying saucer was seen hovering over
Rollright Stones 1962! I think the first record of the stones was by Camden in 1607. In the 18th
century William Stukeley recorded the monuments and the presence of a nearby small barrow,
now ploughed out. I could fill the pages of this newsletter with all the fascinating legends have
been amassed over the years!! However, there are several good internet sites; for example:http://www.rollrightstones.co.uk/stones/overview
One useful reference I used was Lambrick’s 1988 book
titled “The Rollright Stones” published by English
Heritage. And I should add the new book mentioned at
the beginning, which as yet I haven’t read..
It still maybe only £1 entrance fee to visit this complex
and if it’s a warm day take a picnic! The views are great.
And there were excellent information boards

Stone Ct, Great Rollright, Chipping Norton
OX7 5QB
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The London Mithraeum (Bloomberg Space)
By Doug Courtney

Living close to London, but rarely venturing there, I realised that I really know very little about the
great city, and resolved to learn more. Hence some time ago I signed up to the London Regional
Arts Club newsletter., which arrange relaxed and informative escorted visits to a variety of places
of interest: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/london-region-arts-club-lrac-12323236011 This visit was
to the London Mithraeum, at 12 Walbrook, London EC4N 8AA. There was no admission charge or
guided tour; we were met at the door, names checked off a list, and left alone to go in and explore.
It is located in the basement space of the recently built Bloomberg European headquarters building
and adjacent to the Walbrook exit of Bank underground station. Here you will find the
reconstructed temple and a display of Roman artefacts (I suspect not all from the Mithraeum
excavations).
The Walbrook is one of London’s ‘lost rivers’ formed from a tributary from Shoreditch, and one from
the Barbican, and flowing into the Thames between Southwark and Cannon Street bridges. The
name is thought to originate from the fact that the stream ran through the Roman wall constructed
around Londinium. As Londinium expanded the banks of the Walbrook were reclaimed, and the
valley gradually filled with soil, debris and building rubble.
In the early 1950s a chance discovery, while clearing a bomb-site revealed the temple, which was
greeted with much excitement, such that on some days more than 30,000 people queued to see
the excavation work. There was much discussion about what should be done with the site: should
it stay, and the new buildings redesigned around it, or would the archaeological records be
sufficient for the site to be cleared? The problem was solved when the building developer offered
to dismantle the temple and rebuild it nearby. In 1962 the reconstruction was unveiled about 100
metres from its original location. It was not an accurate rebuild, and received some criticism for the
materials used and the loss of detail. In 2010 Bloomberg acquired the site, and were aware of the
responsibility of looking after the temple. Along with the City of London and conservation
specialists Bloomberg worked to dismantle the temple and reconstruct it close to its original
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position, and level. Originally built in about AD240 the temple would have been about seven
metres below modern street level. This is now a faithful reconstruction of the ruin from the original
archaeological drawings, photographs and newsreel footage taken back in the 1950s, and using
materials as close to the originals as possible, if not the originals.
As all Mithraea appear to have no windows, and would have been lit by fires and torches, the
London Mithraeum has tried to evoke the mystery again with haze and light effects. It measures
about 18m by 8m, and has a central nave flanked by two aisles accommodating a congregation of
about 30 devotees. The aisles are separated from the nave by two rows of seven columns, there is
an apse at one end that probably housed a statue of Mithras, behind which are four small holes
that may have held torches. There is also a timber tank or simulated well which probably held
water. An inscription which was found close to the temple in 1889, is speculated to give the name
of the original founder: Ulpius Silvanus.
There are no contemporary accounts of how Mithras was worshipped, so everything we know is
from interpretation of the temples and artefacts. The central icon of the cult is an image of Mithras
killing a bull, which has been interpreted as a creation myth, a fertility myth or maybe a vision of the
universe. Mithraism was a mysterious religion centred on the god Mithras that was practiced in
the Roman Empire from about the 1st to the 4th century CE. The religion was inspired
by Iranian worship of the god Mithra, though the Greek Mithras was linked to a new and distinctive
imagery, and the level of continuity between Persian and Greco-Roman practice is uncertain The
mysteries were popular among the Roman military.
According to my research worshippers of Mithras had a complex system of seven grades
of initiation and communal ritual meals. Initiates called themselves syndexioi, those "united by the
handshake". They met in underground temples which survive in large numbers and are now
called mithraea (singular mithraeum), The cult appears to have had its centre in Rome, and was
popular throughout the western half of the empire, as far south as Roman Africa and Numidia, as
far north as Roman Britain, and to a lesser extent in Roman Syria in the east. Mithraism is viewed
as a rival of early Christianity. In the 4th century, Mithraists faced persecution from Roman
Christians and the religion was subsequently suppressed and eliminated in the empire by the end
of the 4th century.
Numerous archaeological finds, including meeting places, monuments and artefacts, have
contributed to modern knowledge about Mithraism throughout the Roman Empire. The iconic
scenes of Mithras show him being born from a rock, slaughtering a bull, and sharing a banquet
with the god Sol (the Sun). About 420 sites have yielded materials related to the cult. Among the
items found are about 1,000 inscriptions, 700 examples of the bull-killing scene (tauroctony), and
about 400 other monuments. It has been estimated that there would have been at least
680 mithraea in Rome. No written narratives or theology from the religion survive; though limited
information can be derived from the inscriptions and brief or passing references in Greek and Latin
literature. Interpretation of the physical evidence remains problematic and contested.
Sources: The London Mithraeum guidebook and the internet, for example A digital book titled Archaeology at Bloomberg
reveals the findings from MOLA’s recent excavations of the site and the fascinating story of the Temple of Mithras. It is free
to download at www.londonmithreaum.com.
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Submerged Prehistoric Site Discovered in Scotland
from the pen of Peter Borrows

BBC News reported that a prehistoric site had been discovered in a submerged, partially
fossilized forest on Benbecula which lies between North Uist and South Uist in The
Western Isles.
Researcher Joanna Hambly of the Scottish Coastal Archaeology and the Problem of
Erosion (SCAPE) Trust said researchers had recovered a quern stone, used for grinding
food, in addition to a wall and what may have been parts of circular stone structures. A
piece of a quartz flake was even found in butchered bone. “To find the remains of a
butchery site is incredibly rare,” Hambly said, “the survival of a single action in prehistory
preserved in intertidal peats.”
Radiocarbon dating will help date the artifacts. Between 10,000 and 7,000 years ago,
Joanna Hambly added, the forest consisted of birch, hazel, willow, aspen, rowan, oak,
Scots pine, alder, ash, and elm trees. All of the trees were gone by about 2,500 years ago,
due to human activity, rising sea levels and a wetter and windier climate. The site, along
with others in the Western Isles, is at risk of coastal erosion.

Catch new archaeologists early !

Girlguiding Launch a brand new Archaeology Brownie
Badge with the Support of the CBA and Young
Archaeologists' Club – as part of their new programme to
be launched this summer!
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One could but dream of such a find as this!! A Report by Anne Spencer
This article was brought to my attention in the Daily Mail Saturday 2 February 2019

Experts have come to the conclusion that these objects were probably made by the Celtic Demetae
or Octapitae tribes pre the Roman invasion. The Iron Age tribes often laid their warriors to rest
with their chariots, horses and weapons. The designs are of the La Tene style and included red glass
poured into shaped holes in the bronze. It clearly displays the makers artistic ability. It is hoped to
resume excavations this year.

Please note:The government has announced plans to widen the definition of treasure so more
archaeological finds can be protected for the nation. Under the plans, the
definition will be changed so that finds worth more than £10,000 will be
considered treasure and made available for acquisition by museums.
Currently, artefacts over 300 years old, made of gold or silver or found with
artefacts made of precious metals where an owner cannot be found, can be
officially designated as treasure, and therefore become the property of the Crown.
Treasure is then offered to local or national museums for public display.
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A SPECTACULAR WELSH HILLFORT

The Llyn peninsula in North Wales is the site of an imposing Iron Age hill fort. Tre’r Ceiri
(meaning tower of the giants) sits on a hilltop 450 metres above sea level. It dates from
about 200 BC, based on finds that demonstrate that it was occupied through the Roman
occupation until 400 AD. The site is relatively remote and is accessed by a rough track
requiring stout footwear as the final ascent is through heather over loose stones, as I
found last summer.
The stone walls surrounding the settlement remain largely intact and are 4 metres high in
places. Many of the stones would have required several people to lift and place them and
the whole site represents the investment of a considerable amount of time and effort to
construct. Within the walls are the ruins of some 150 tightly packed, circular stone
dwellings that would probably have had turf roofs. Many have now partially collapsed and
most are relatively small, but a couple are much larger with a corridor entrance. Whether
these were high status or communal buildings are
unknown. There is a secondary outer wall adjacent
to the north of the site, accessed through a narrow
and low ‘sally port’. What purpose this served is
unclear.
It has been estimated that the site may have
accommodated as many as 400 people. Where they
obtained their water from is a mystery. It would
have required over a mile trek and a descent
almost to sea level to reach fresh water. It has
been suggested that the site was a summer camp
for shepherds, but this seems barely credible given the resources necessary for its
construction. But make up your own mind when you visit, and it’s certainly worth a visit.

Peter Borrows
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Data Protection
MAS takes data protection seriously, as we have to by law, and our policy will be
set out on the Website shortly. This policy restricts access to members’ personal
details to a few names officers of the Society , each with specific responsibilities
in respect those data. Any other members who, by reason of past responsibilities,
may hold members personal details must securely destroy those data unless this
has otherwise been agreed with the individuals whose data they hold.

THE WORLD’S OLDEST BREWERY?
An Extract from the Journal of Archaeological Science
Some 13000 years old ago, deep in a cave in present-day Israel, a group of
hunter-gatherers got very merry on some craft-brewed beer. Archaeologists
have recently been excavating the Raqefet Cave and stumbled across a
prehistoric brewery that they believe is the world’s oldest record of human-made
alcohol.
However, it’s unlikely the beer was used for partying purposes. The Cave was a
sacred graveyard for the Natufian people, as shown by the site's numerous
skeletal remains, some of whom were apparently buried on a bed of colourful
and aromatic flowers. In light of this, the researchers believe that beer played an
important spiritual role in the worship of their dead.
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CHANGES AT THE NATIONAL LOTTERY –
A report by Peter Borrows

The Heritage Lottery Fund is making changes, both to improve recognition
of benefits to people and communities of the grant funding programmes
and introduce better focus on the Fund’s investment. In future, it will be
known as the National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF). The new strategic
framework will:

•
•
•
•
•

expect to invest about £1.2 billion in the UK’s heritage
introduce a streamlined grant-making portfolio
increasingly focus on wellbeing, capacity-building and innovation
explore the use of social investment
commit to increased devolution in decision-making

MAS has twice made successful grant applications and twice had
applications turned down. It is our intention to try again to get grant
funding for the Low Grounds project, so what these words will mean in
practice is important. On the basis of the explanation of the last rejection,
it would seem that clear and integrated community involvement in all
stages of the project will be vital if there is to be the chance of success.
We are exploring the possibilities and their implications for project
management. One thing is apparent; funding is going to be tight, the
competition greater and the range of eligible projects expanded.

10

An Abridged article Contributed by Peter Carver from Ancient Origins
Reconstructing the Story of Humanity’s Past 22November, 2018 -

Pfahlbaumuseum, Germany:
5000 Years of Incredible History Preserved on Alpine Lakes
Prehistoric ‘pile dwellings’ were discovered only 150
years ago, and Europe’s past, before the advent of the
written word, is well-preserved in numerous lakes and
wetlands throughout the foot-hills of the Alps. One
such site has been recreated for modern eyes at
Pfahlbaumuseum in Germany. These sites of the
alpine region have provided specialists with a unique
opportunity to reconstruct what life was like in early
societies and to connect the missing link between the
hunter-gatherers of pre-history and the first European
civilizations. There are 111 sites in all, fifty-six of them in Switzerland with the rest in Germany,
France, Austria, Italy and Slovenia, lying deep in lakes or buried on lake shores. They were added
to the UNESCO World Heritage List in June 2011. Nowhere else in the world is the development of
settlement communities so clearly preserved. Due to their location in waterlogged soil, constructional timbers, food remains, wooden tools, and even parts of clothing have survived. Animal bones
found amongst the settlement layers showed that small herds of cattle, pigs, sheep, and goats
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provided meat as well as useable raw materials for the settlers. The herds only met a limited
requirement, with milk and cheese consumed in small amounts. In time, people were able to hunt
wild animals thanks to the advent of bows and arrows. They also gathered berries, nuts, and wild
fruits, collected birds’ eggs and honey - a delicacy. Naturally, they fished too. These pile dwellings
at Pfahlbaumuseum and other sites were adapted to suit the location. Around 5000 BC, people were
already constructing simple houses along the shorelines of the northern Italian Alpine lakes. And
from 4300 BC, the pile dwelling settlements spread around the Alps. Desirable locations were
reused and the remains of new settlements often sat on top of old, providing valuable pre-history
and the first European civilizations.
Tree-ring analyses of the preserved constructional timbers allowed precise dating of individual
houses or entire villages. The settlers varied the height of the floors depending on the changing
water levels of the lakes. In bogs and on the shores
of smaller lakes, the floors were laid directly on the
ground or slightly elevated, whereas at the
large lakes in the foothills of the Alps, pile
dwellings had raised floors.
The layout of villages varied - some houses
were arranged in rows, planned and built
simultaneously - others were set in a cluster,
evolving spontaneously. Interior organization
depended on tradition and regional
preferences. Initially, the houses were used for
less than 20 years before being rebuilt. It was
not until the Late Bronze Age, as construction
methods advanced, that some survived for
almost 100 years.
Many dugout canoes were used by the pile dwellers and have been found in the lakes. Also found
are the earliest preserved wheels in Europe, about 5200 years old probably used on two-wheeled
carts drawn by oxen. From approximately 3400 BC onwards, these carts transported building
materials and agricultural produce. At least six walkways crossed the shallows separating Lake
Zurich from the Obersee, linking lakeshores located almost a kilometer (0.62 miles) apart since
2000 BC. In the open landscape, transporting goods on carts was possible, and when lake levels
were low, foot bridges, rather than canoes, were used.
Flint was a valuable commodity used to make arrowheads, drills, knives, and daggers. Besides local
flint, high-quality flint from distant regions was imported. Jewellery, made from seashells or amber,
as well as pottery imports, demonstrates that people traded hundreds of miles across Europe 6000
years ago. Even perishable objects such as wickerwork and woven plant fibres survived in the
conditions of the wetland settlements. Some textiles survived such as hats, shoes, belts. . The first
items of copper jewellery appeared as early as 4000 BC. In the Bronze Age, the variety of jewellery
increased significantly: besides pendants and brooches, bracelets and rings were worn. The
Pfahlbaumuseum allows visitors to travel back in time on Lake Constance …Many artefacts from
these settlements are displayed in museums and convey knowledge about life 5000 years ago. In
open-air museums such as Pfahlbaumuseum in Germany, visitors can walk into reconstructed Late
Stone Age houses, examine their furnishings, and see the everyday items used at the time.
https://www.ancient-origins.net/ancient-places-europe/pfahlbaumuseum-
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WHY ARCHAEOLOGY IS SO MUCH MORE THAN JUST DIGGING
This was the title of an Australian article by Richard Tuffin and Martin Gibbs, and it
caught my eye because Australia is not a country I had associated strongly with
archaeology. It described a project to recreate a landscape at a former penal
settlement in Tasmania, with an emphasis on the non-intrusive techniques and the
wealth of information that they can yield. Reproduced below are extracts of relevance
to all archaeologists, whatever the country and whatever the project.
“It’s our experience that most people think archaeology mainly means digging in the
dirt. Admit to strangers that you are of the archaeological persuasion, and the follow-up
question is invariably ‘what’s the best thing you’ve found?’
People want to hear about skeletons, pots and bits of shiny metal. It’s this type of stuff
that you will often see in the media, giving the misleading impression that the
archaeological process is only about excavation. While the trowel and spade are
important inclusions in the archaeological toolkit, our core disciplinary definition – that
of using humanity’s material remains to understand our history – means that we utilise
many ways of engaging with this past.
What often gets lost is that excavation is the last resort; it’s the end of exhaustive
research, planning and design.
Should the excavation be ill-thought out, or divorced from proper research goals, the
results – and therefore the net benefit of the whole exercise – are lessened, if not
completely lost. For the historical archaeologist, a huge amount of work must take
place before an excavation can even be planned, with massive investigations
sometimes not even considered. The availability of documentary archives, oral
testimony and the remaining landscape itself can reveal so much – before trowels
meet dirt.
As archaeologists, we have a responsibility to ensure that the controlled process of
destruction that is archaeological investigation has the greatest possible research
return. Without this due process, excavations devolve into expensive and directionless
treasure hunts from which little research value can be extracted.
The archaeologist’s profession is about more than excavation. It encompasses a
diverse range of skills and techniques which can be deployed to aid in our central task
of understanding the lives of those who came before.”
Abridged from the journal The Conversation by Peter Borrows
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St Peter Street. Marlow – by William Henry Taunt

The mystery of a plague pit?? An email from Janet Smith.
It reached my ears that Jo Duggan, who lived in Muros St Peter Street, had told neighbours
that there was a ‘plague pit’ in the grounds of her house. I had tried to locate any plague pits
in the area of St Peter Street, Marlow, because when in the planning stage I learnt that
Muros was to be demolished and the large new house [Simeon House] to be constructed. I
couldn’t find out anything relating to a plague or burial pit other than second hand
information from a neighbour who had heard it from Jo prior to her death. I did put it to
the WDC that there should be an archaeological watching brief but I am sure this fell on ‘deaf
ears’!! So I failed miserably.
On 18 February there was what promised to be a very interesting talk by Janet Smith, a
local historian, about Workhouses. Unfortunately I was unable to attend. However, a friend
did go and informed me that the possibility of ‘Jo’s burial pit’ was mentioned. I contacted
Janet Smith who so kindly provided me with much interesting information, not only about
the plague pit possibility but also street names.
With her generous permission I have cut and pasted her email:-

“Another member of the Local History Group, who was an old friend of Jo’s, first alerted
me to her idea that there was a plague pit in the grounds of her home. At the time I was
inclined to doubt it, although fifty people are known to have died in the town during the
1665 plague. It seemed a very long time for memory of the site to have endured. More
recently I became aware that, during the cholera epidemic of 1850, there was an outbreak
of the disease in St Peters Court, a row of old cottages behind the east side of the street.
On the 1843 tithe map it is the double line of buildings just to the left of Plot 616. The
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entrance was to the north of the four cottages nearest to the bottom of the road on the
attached photograph. During this outbreak forty people died, before a young surgeon
guessed that the cause was a polluted well and had them evacuated to the disused parish
workhouse to the north of the town. As the authorities were aware how contagious
cholera was, but not how it spread, I suspect that the forty victims were buried close to
where they died, so Jo’s plague pit may in fact exist, but actually be the mass grave of the
victims of this 19th century epidemic.
St Peters Street was named in that way on a map of the mill estate in 1753. Subsequently
it was known as both Princes Street and Duck Lane at various times. Princes Street was
probably one of a series of Victorian attempts to give Marlow’s streets more genteel
names. None of them ‘took’. Duck Lane, seen on the tithe map, was, I suspect, a local
nickname for the road, given because it was where most of the poorest river workers lived.
St Peters Street itself may have originally had a punning element, as St Peter is the patron
saint of fishermen. The short road between the bottom of the High Street and the top of St
Peters Street was known briefly as Bridge Street (but only in the 1841 census) then, with
the part of the road to where the station later was, as Brook Street. After the railway
arrived in 1873 it very quickly became Station Road. I am afraid that I am not a great
supporter of the ‘ducking stool’ theory. There may have been one, but there is no
evidence of it at all.”
In a second email came more information:-

“ I am sure that the clergy would have been involved in the burial of so many people, even
if they were not interred in consecrated ground. I would expect there to be a record in the
vestry minutes, which are now held in the Centre for Bucks Studies in Aylesbury.
The workhouse building was (and is, now divided into four houses) in Mundy Dean Lane,
which is a continuation of Berwick Road, a left fork on the junction of Dean Street and
Seymour Court Road. The Muros/Simeon House site held the cottages where the cholera
outbreak occurred [in about 1850]. The link between the two is that the survivors of the
outbreak were evacuated to the workhouse building, which was by that date empty, while
their cottages were disinfected and their sanitation and water supply improved. I find it
suggestive that, once the cottages were demolished in the 1870s, the site was not
redeveloped. I went to the old C of E School in St Peters Street, and at that time that area
was a garden or orchard behind a high wall. To the best of my knowledge, Muros was the
first building on the site in the 20th century.”

On the next page is an portion of the1843 tithe map.
Note the street names
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As a postscript I have contacted the Bucks Study Centre at Aylesbury and they do store the
vestry notes for All Saints. Despite the fact that the bodies were probably buried as near
the cottages as possible in an attempt to limit the spread of the infection my contact there
considered that the records would have come under the C of E parish. Unfortunately the
records are not at present on line. The Roman Catholic vestry note are stored in
Northampton and are also not available on line.
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More dates for your diary – offering from the Marlow Society.

Future Events:
Sat 13-Apr-19 2.00pm Meet at church Bisham Church Tour John Harper 01628 624677 (LHGV)
Sun 19-May-19 2.00pm meet at Marlow Museum, Court Garden Town Walk Geoff Wood (LHGW)
tba-May-19 8.00pm Liston Hall Lesser known mansions of south Bucks Mike Dewey (MS/LHG)
Sat 8-Jun-19 All Saints Church Hall, The Causeway Marlow Remembers WWI - Final Exhibition Marlow
Remembers WWI
Sat 20-Jun-19 2.00pm meet at Marlow Museum, Court Garden Town Walk Geoff Wood (LHGW)
Tues 26-Jun-19 time tbd Amersham Museum Book early with Peter Bailey 01628 476610 (LHGV)
Tues 9-Jul-19 time tbd Hall Barn Gardens Book early with Adam Baxter or Keith Ray
tmslocalhistorygroup@marlowsociety.org.uk (LHGV)
Sun 21-Jul-19 2.00pm meet at Marlow Museum, Court Garden Town Walk Geoff Wood (LHGW)
Sun 18-Aug-19 2.00pm meet at Marlow Museum, Court Garden Victorian Marlow Geoff Wood (LHGW)
Mon 19-Aug-19 8.00pm Garden Room, Liston Hall The growth of Marlow Members of LHG (GR)
Sun 15-Sep-19 2.00pm meet at Marlow Museum, Court Garden Town Walk Geoff Wood (LHGW)

Neolithic skull found by Thames
'mudlarkers'
By Jonathan Amos BBC Science
Correspondent 19 Feb 2019
A Neolithic human skull has
been discovered in the Thames
by a mudlark. It is about 5,600
years old and is now on display
in the Museum of London.
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Pam Knight sent me this interesting photograph of The Parade at Bourne End, taken before
WW1, with not a motor vehicle in sight, unlike today. Evans the Butcher's dog dozes outside the
shop while the postman does his round
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A BOOK REVIEW
If, like me, your mental image of the historical Fens
was conditioned by the story of Hereward the
Wake eluding capture by the Normans by hiding in
a damp, marshy, desolate wasteland, think again.
In her book, The Anglo-Saxon Fenland, Susan
Oosthuizen reveals a very different landscape. Her
research is based on historical records, the results
of archaeological investigations, place name
etymology and her own original studies.
The geology and geomorphology of the area are
very distinctive and human occupation has adapted
to the constraints and opportunities of the special
environment. That occupation predated the arrival
of the Anglo-Saxons and it is contended, from the
admittedly sparse evidence, that they did not
displace or eliminate the Romano-British, but lived
alongside probably in separate communities originally. Indeed, although it was not heavily
populated, it was never empty nor a wilderness.
Over the years, a sophisticated system of land use and tenure developed with a significant element
of self government, albeit with the Church playing a major role. Much is made in the book of the
governance of the area and the rights and obligations of the different levels and groups of society.
The result was an organised and ordered society proficient in the exploitation of the natural
resources of the area and aware of the need for the sustainable use of those resources.
Agriculture was the foundation of the wealth of Anglo-Saxon England and this undoubtedly
attracted William and the Normans.
This is a very different view from that accepted in the days when I first learnt about Hereward the
Wake. It’s a detailed study of a relatively small part of England, so extrapolating the findings is
dangerous. But they challenge the story told by Gildas and should surely inform our view of the
wider development of English society in the Anglo-Saxon period.
The book is very accessible to an interested reader, well referenced and marred only by a number
of typos that escaped the proof reader.
Peter Borrows
The Anglo-Saxon Fenland by Susan Oosthuizen. Published by the Windgather Press in 2017.
SBN: 9781911188087 English 160p, colour and b/w.
(Paper back editions are available on the internet form about £23 upwards.)
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I wish to thank the faithful few contributors to this
edition of Times Past - without whom there would be little
or no content to print!
Sadly all Societies seem to be struggling for officials and
in some cases even members. Please do consider
encouraging more people to join our Society and consider
whether you take some of the load off the few active
committee members.
The next edition will, hopefully, be published in the
Autumn of 2019. So please do let me have your
contributions any time between now and then – I have a
next edition file! Where will your travels take you over
the coming summer? Perhaps you will visit some
archaeological sites and let us know of your experiences.
Anne Spencer – Editor

01628487790

annerayspencer@googlemail.com

Expertly Printed by

SOUTH BUCKS BUSINESS PRODUCTS.
www.southbucksprint.co.uk

01494 437470
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